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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE                    
Greetings to all in the Malden Public 
Schools Community,                                                                                            
It is certainly appropriate to say we all “hit 
the ground running”  upon returning from 
the winter break. As a result of a great 
deal of effective communication and 
collaboration, I am pleased and excited to 
report on some steady progress being 
made in the past several weeks in the 
Malden Public Schools district.  See Page 6   Superintendent John Oteri

Malden Public Schools is 
recognizing Black History 
Month in February, 2021 with 
a resource-filled website 

Please join the Malden Public  Schools and the entire 
local community in celebrating Black History Month in 
February. During February and Black History Month, we 
must consider how we, as educators and families in a 
wonderfully diverse school district, will recognize and 
celebrate the significance of this month. This website is 
one step in a process to curate and share resources with 
staff and families in order to support our work in 
celebrating our diverse history and community. Please 
use the following  link to access the website.                                      

https://sites.google.com/maldenps.org/mps-black-history-month/home

   Welcome back!
It was a great 
day for the 
Malden Public 
Schools on Feb. 
4 when we were 
able to 
welcome back 
our youngest 
students to the 
school buildings 
for a hybrid 
learning model. 
Included were 
these happy 
family 
members! 
Grades PreK-to-
Grade 2 were 
eligible to 
return. 

http://maldenps.org
http://maldenps.org


Malden Reads unveils 2021 Book Selection

'Born a Crime' is an autobiographical examination of the 
themes of racial equity, social justice by Trevor Noah 

By Steve Freker                                                                      
For the Malden Public Schools 

January was a busy month for Malden Reads, the community 
organization that promotes literacy for all the city's residents, 
with the announcement of its 2021 book selection, "Born a 
Crime," an autobiographical take on some key issues by well-
known comedian Trevor Noah.                                    
Malden Reads members have been active in promoting their 
2021 selection, appearing virtually, at the Malden School 
Committee’s monthly meeting, where they affirmed their 
partnership with the Malden Public Schools district.                  
At the School Committee meeting,  members of the Malden 
Reads, led by longtime co-facilitators Anne D'Urso-Rose and 
Jodie Zalk, introduced the 2021 selection and explained the 
rollout of activities the group has planned to accompany 
Trevor Noah’s autobiographical bestseller "Born a Crime" this 
year, as the themes of racial and social justice are examined. 

A former New York Times #1 bestseller, "Born a Crime" 
was first published in 2016. According to a review by 
Booklist, Noah's writing is "a  substantial collection of 
staggering personal essays . . . Incisive, funny, and vivid, 
these true tales are anchored to his portrait of his 
courageous, rebellious, and religious mother who defied 
racially restrictive laws to secure an education and a 
career for herself—and to have a child with a white Swiss/
German even though familial relations between whites 
and blacks were illegal in South Africa.     On the 
MaldenReads.org website, Natasha Eslami provides a 
synopsis of the 2021 selection, "Noah tells his story, 
which ranges from the humorous to the traumatic, with 
his cutting wit and incisive perspective. At times both 
poignant and outrageous, Noah deals with the 
intersection of his life and the history of a country 
reckoning with deep-seated racism and finds a parallel 
here to the United States.”.   See Malden Reads, Page 9  



Return-to-School webinar hosted by 
Malden Public Schools drew over 
600; Set city record for participants      
By Steve Freker             
For the Malden Public Schools 

The 'Return to School' Zoom webinar hosted by 
Superintendent of Schools John Oteri and Mayor Gary 
Christenson on January 19 was not only highly successful, 
it was also a statistician's dream.  The Return to School 
webinar was intended to provide Malden Public Schools 
parents/caregivers information and details on the the 
procedures to allow all students in PreK, Kindergarten and 
Grades 1 and 2 to return to in-person learning in their 
respective school buildings. The plan, which was 
implemented for those students, a pool of around 1,200 in 
all, beginning February 4, was a return to school for a 
hybrid learning plan, meaning they would be two full days 
of in-person learning and three days of remote learning 
per week.                                                                                            
On  January 19, numbers-wise, it was the 
most highly-attended virtual meeting in 
the city of Malden’s history as Malden 
municipal director of IT Ron Cochran 
reported over 600 attendees at one point in 
the evening.                                                                                     
The sheer volume of questions asked and answered, in 
sometimes rapid-fire questions by either Supt. Oteri, 
Mayor Christenson or some of the other panelists who 
took part in the over 90-minute long open forum, was 
impressive as well.  At one point, there were dozens and 
dozens questions lined up and waiting to be answered. By 
the time the evening was over, after eliminating 
duplicates, the panel answered nearly all of them, which 
were regarding plans for a return of some of the youngest 
Malden Public Schools students to in-person learning.                                                              
    Both Mayor Christenson and Supt. Oteri said they were 
pleased with the mega-numbers of attendees at the 
meeting.  The many questions asked and answered covered 
a variety of topics, including how the days of in-person and 
remote learning would be set up, to how recess and lunch 
would be planned.  

For the record, Superintendent Oteri explained the 
hybrid system would entail two full days of in-person 
learning, with students assigned to a "cohort" group 
on either Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday. 
After the two days of in-person learning, the cohorts 
would be switched and the other two days would be 
in remote learning at home. All students in both 
cohorts would be at home on Wednesdays, as across 

the district, in all buildings, no staff or students are 
allowed in the buildings due to deep cleaning.  Supt. 
Oteri assured all in attendance that intensive safety and 
health protection protocols have already been in place 
and would continue to be used when the school 
buildings are opened fully for the first time in nearly a 
full year to the youngest students. When the pandemic 
was declared last year, the Malden Public Schools was 
one of the first districts in the Commonwealth to 
declare school buildings closed, on March 13, 2020.    
 Malden did reopen the school buildings in mid-October 
for the district's highest needs students, including those 
physically and/or intellectually challenged and others. 
Some 200 students did come back to in-person learning 
several days a week at that time.  "Those families who 
chose to have their students return to the buildings 
were able to do so and those who opted to stay with 
remote learning were afforded that choice as well," 
Superintendent Oteri explained..       See Page 10 



New College Scholarship is created 
for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 
Eligible students would have full year of room and board on campus: 
DESE partnering with state. federal agencies to support students

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE)  is partnering with the Department of Higher 
Education, the Department of Housing and Community 
Development, and the Governor’s Commission on 
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth to offer college housing 
scholarships for homeless students. The new Moving to 
College Housing Scholarship, funded by the federal 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, will 
provide year-round, on-campus housing, as well as a 
meal plan funded by campuses.                                                              
Applicants must be accepted and plan to register at 
either a participating community college or a state 
university; those attending a community college would 
live at the nearest participating state university campus 

Thank You 
Malden Public 
Schools 
Counselors  
for all that 
you do for our 
students!

and commute to classeswww.doe.mass.edu/sfs/
edstability/mtc.htmld/or take classes online. School 
counselors and McKinney-Vento liaisons are encouraged 
to help students complete the application, which is 
due Monday, March 1. For more information and/or 
access an application online: 

www.doe.mass.edu/sfs/edstability/mtc.html

Please visit the new Malden Student Services/Special Education dedicated website: 
https://sites.google.com/maldenps.org/maldenstudentservices/home 



    Malden Public Schools  Mission Statement              
We believe all children can meet challenging expectations through a partnership among 
home, school and community. The Malden Public Schools prepare students to be 
independent thinkers and enthusiastic learners who: Work hard; Respect others; Cherish our 
diversity; Seek challenges; Discover and Develop their individual talents; Strive for academic 
excellence; and look to Demonstrate personal and social responsibility. Malden Public 
Schools graduates are prepared to be active participants in our economy and democracy. 

Malden High School students make the 
grade with full, 4-year college scholarships  
POSSE Scholars, Questbridge Match programs will help make dreams 
come true for our senior students at some top colleges and universities

Malden High School students receiving Full, 
Four-Year College Scholarships are, clockwise 
from bottom left, Trang Thanh Ngo 
(Questbridge/Princeton); Elaine Du (Posse 
Scholar/Union College), Tales Carneiro Pasos 
(Posse Scholar/ Bucknell) and Ana Dorner (Posse 
Scholar/ Centre College). Courtesy/Malden High 
School Photos

Four Malden High School students are receiving 
full, four-year scholarships to prestigious colleges 
and universities across the nation, following 
selection by two national organizations that seek 
out top high school seniors for major awards. 
Three of the MHS seniors have been selected by 
the Posse Foundation, which identifies, recruits 
and trains individuals with extraordinary 
leadership. Questbridge connects America’s 
brightest students with the leading institutions of 
higher education. QuestBridge’s National College 
Match Program offers selected students a full ride 
to the college they match with. MHS senior Trang 
Thanh Ngo matched with Princeton University, her 
top choice! Congratulations and best wishes from 
the entire Malden Public Schools community for 
bringing such honors to our district.



SUPERINTENDENT’S 
MESSAGE: The #1 priority of 
our response to the crisis caused 
by the pandemic has been the 
safety & well-being of our 
students, families & our staff,   
and that will not change

Continued from Page One 

From the beginning of this school year we have remained 
focused on our shared goal of returning our students to in-
person learning. We have pledged that it will be done with 
the health, safety and well-being of our students, staff and 
families as our top priority. On January 19, we once again 
greeted back our highest needs students and staff, who have 
been receiving in-person instruction since mid-October. 
After much discussion, planning and negotiation, we were 
able to make our biggest progress to date on February 4, 
when we welcomed back many of of our PreK, Kindergarten, 
Grade 1 and Grade 2 students and staff to our school 
buildings. Again, through a tremendous effort, in most cases 
students were able to return to the school buildings and 
remain with the teachers they were assigned to at the 
beginning of the school year. About half of our parents and 
caregivers of PreK-to-Grade 2 students opted to send their 
children to class in the hybrid model that was offered, a key 
step that will be closely monitored in the weeks to follow. It 
remains our intention to plan for the return of as many 
students to our buildings as possible this school year, as long 
it is safe to do so. On the day of their return, all of our school 
principals and many of our staff reported how wonderful is 
was to see our youngest learners back in the buildings ask 
well as the clear joy and happiness the students showed in 
being back with the teachers who missed them and love 
them so much.  Thank you to all the administrators, teachers 
and staff to have worked very hard at this  herculean task. 
The work you do is a source of inspiration to us all. We will 
keep the community  updated as we work towards getting 
more students into the buildings. As we begin the month of 
February please let us acknowledge  February as Black 
History Month and encourage all to visit the Malden Public 
Schools’ Black History Website, which includes many 
resources and links so as to enhance to knowledge of our 
students, their families and members of our community of 
the untold number of contributions Black Americans have 
made to our great nation.  Please go to:  https://
sites.google.com/maldenps.org/mps-black-history-month/
home              —Superintendent of Schools John Oteri 

 To the Malden Public Schools community: 

February 1 marks the beginning of Black History Month. 

The Malden Public Schools district has already sent 
messaging to  educators about resources, lesson and 
activity suggestions addressing the legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr.  and Black History Month in our classes.                                                        
This year, given recent events in our country, and  
recognizing that Dr. King's teachings are more relevant 
and important than ever, all of the  directors in our 
district feel 
that it is 
important to 
collaborate 
on this 
message. 
We believe 
that  the 
work begun 
by Dr. King 
so many 
years ago 
continues to inform our mission today. His  wisdom, 
humility, and love for all stand in stark contrast to images 
our students are confronted  with in the daily news. It is 
our responsibility to honor Dr. King's memory not only 
with a federal  holiday, but also by showing our students 
his view of how the world can be when love and  
equality are realized for all. There is a great amount of 
work to be done, and we are heartened  to be able to 
work alongside the Malden community.  We do this work 
mindful that moments that highlight the contributions of 
Black Americans  should not be relegated to one month. 
Instead, February reminds us of the vital and ongoing  
work to ensure our Black students see themselves in our 
curriculum and provides us an  opportunity for all 
students to learn about Black History and contributions. It 
also emphasizes  our need to create spaces in our 
classroom so that all students feel seen, safe, included, 
and  celebrated. Our work as anti-racist educators, 
coupled with the multiple crises facing our nation,  
demands this intentional work from us.                                    
      —Superintendent of Schools John Oteri 

Superintendent Oteri’s message 
on Black History Month on 
behalf of Malden Public Schools



The Malden Public Schools: ‘Our Diversity is Our Strength’   
The Malden school district is ranked #1 as the most culturally diverse by niche.com in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, with Malden High School rated the #1 most 
culturally diverse secondary education school overall. Throughout the district, all 
educators, administrators and students are unified in our stated mission to cherish 
and embrace our diversity, striving for excellence in the classroom and beyond.

A POSITIVE SCHOOL CULTURE
IS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMMON                                                          

LANGUAGE USED, EXEMPLIFYING                                                     
      THE BELIEFS, VALUES,STRENGTHS IN RELATIONSHIPS                                                                         
             AND RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY IN THE COMMUNITY

Students in Ms. Israelson’s Grade 1 Class at the Ferryway School 

are “thumbs up” during a mask break on the first day of return-

to-school buildings hybrid learning. Malden Public Schools Photo



In these trying times, there is help in 
the form of mental health resources   
Assistance available from state-based, national agencies

A helpful way to find help for a variety of needs is by 
using the Treatment Locator from the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMSHA). 

Mental Health Resources 
From the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMSHA)                                     	 	
	 •National Help Line (1-800-662-4357) 
	 •Disaster Distress Helpline (1-800-985-5990 or 	 	
	 text TalkWithUs to 66746)                           	 	
	 •Treatment locators is a free directory to help 	 	
	 find local options for care                                         
	 —Substance Use (FindTreatment.gov)                         
	 —Behavioral Health Treatment                               
	 (findtreatment,samhsa.gov)                                       

Massachusetts state resource phone lines and 
webpages: Massachusetts 2-1-1 line (dial 2-1-1) 
2-1-1 HelpSteps page


Network of Care Massachusetts is a comprehensive 
statewide online resource to help patients find 
information on mental health supports and services in 
their community.  massachusetts.networkofcare.org


The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health 
Multilingual Resources page (mass.gov) offers non-
English information for coping with stress and other 
behavioral health conditions during the COVID-19 public 
health crisis.


MCPAP for Moms mcpapformoms.org provides mental 
health resources for expectant mothers and families  


The NAMI Massachusetts COMPASS provides a mental 
health resource phone hotline and email address.   
namimass.org


 NAMI Massachusetts also published a region-based list 
of Emergency Service Providers (ESPs) to provide 
assistance with mental health crises


NAMI Massachusetts also hosts virtual support groups 
for individuals and families dealing with mental illness 
during the state of emergency - the Connection 
Recovery Support Group and Family Support Groups 


 


 Visit the Children’s Mental Health Campaign COVID-19 
Resource Page for information specific to assisting 
children with behavioral health needs and additional 
resources. 


 HandholdMA.org (877-382-1609) If you are worried your 
child is experiencing a mental health crisis. 


 samaritanshope.org/ 24/7 Crisis hotline. Calls or texts 
(877-870-4673) 


National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 24/7: 800-273-8255  


Addiction Treatment and Recovery Resources                
MA Help Line (1-800-327-5050) is a toll free phone line 
statewide, public resource for finding substance use 
treatment and recovery services.


Malden Overcoming Addiction                                         
maldenovercomingaddictiojn.com                                   


The Grayken Center for Addiction at Boston Medical 
Center has COVID-19 specific resources for seeking 
addiction care 


Rize Massachusetts’ resources page provides a variety of 
recommendations for recovery resources.


Health Resources in Action published an informative 
guide to recovery resources for reference during times of 
COVID-19 emergency. 


Shatterproof, a national advocacy organization for 
recovery supports, offers a virtual recovery meeting 
guide. 


http://FindTreatment.gov
http://samhsa.gov
http://mass.gov
http://mcpapformoms.org
http://maldenovercomingaddictiojn.com
http://FindTreatment.gov
http://samhsa.gov
http://mass.gov
http://mcpapformoms.org
http://maldenovercomingaddictiojn.com


The Malden Public Schools continues to provide free 
meals, every weekday, Monday through Friday, from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Beebe School,, Forestdale 
School, Linden School, Salemwood School and 
Malden High School. Meals can be picked up at the 
Ferryway School from 10-45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the 
Cross St. door. At this time, two meals may be picked 
up at one stop for each student in a household. Also, 
on Fridays, free meals for the weekend days (Saturday 
and Sunday) are available for pickup. More  
information is available at: www.maldenps.org. 

Free meals (breakfast & lunch) 
are now available at ALL FIVE 
K-8 Schools and @ Malden HS, 

from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

TV Host Trevor Noah’s autobiographical bestseller 
Born A Crime is Malden Reads 2021 Book Selection                                          

Cont. from Page 2                                   On the book choice itself, Eslami stated, "The Malden Reads team wanted 
to select a book that would resonate across cultures and communities, especially one as deeply diverse 
as our own beloved city, and that would spark dialogue grounded in the relevant events of today. More 
than ever, books and media have an opportunity to galvanize thought and action to address and 
contest racism and effect change. “                                                                                                                              
"Born a Crime" is Malden Reads' 11th annual selection. It began with the premise "What if everyone in 
the community read the same book?" According to its founders, Malden Reads is "Organized by 
community groups, city leaders, and residents, in collaboration with the Malden Public Library and 
 UMA/MATV the program invites the community of Malden to read the same book and participate in a 
series of events related to the book’s themes. The goals of the program are to promote literacy, a love 
of reading, an appreciation of city resources, and most of all, to build community in the city of 
Malden.”                                                                                             
In addition to the main book selection each year, Malden Reads selects companion books for younger 
readers and English language learners so that everyone can participate in the annual program.                                              
 At the Jan. 9 School Committee meeting, D'Urso-Rose told the members Malden Reads was already 
working with the Malden Public Schools, Superintendent John Oteri and Humanities and Arts Director 
Greg Hurley in a plan to incorporate "Born a Crime" into the Malden High School curriculum this year. 
Over 400 copies of the book have already been donated and received at the high school. Plans are in 
place to donate companion book copies for younger readers as well as part of the promotion. 

Grab & Go…  PLUS Weekend 
Meals are available on Fridays 

for any Malden student!



Holidays were brightened for over 100 Malden Public 
Schools students in need by generous church group  

Member of the Melrose Highlands Congregational Church once again stepped up with a generous 
donation of personalized gifts to brighten the holidays of over 100 Malden Public Schools students. Above. 
Malden Superintendent John Oteri, right and school counselor Kristy Magras, second from right, were on 
hand to accept the generous donation. Steve Freker Photo/ For the Malden Public Schools

RETURN-to-SCHOOL WEBINAR DRAWS RECORD ATTENDANCE Cont. from Page 3 

When students in those grades are in remote learning, the in-person classes will be livestreamed, under a new 
technological addition to Malden's instructional tools.  A number of questions that night bypassed the younger students' 
planned re-entry and directly asked when the older students in grades 3-12 would be returning in any form of in-person 
learning this school year. Supt. Oteri said there was no definitive plan in place nor was there an established timeline for the 
return of any other students to in-person learning at the time. "We will all be closely watching how this plan goes and any 
issues that may arise," he said. "We will be learning from  this and the results will guide us to our next step.” The 
Superintendent did say a potential next step would be the re-introductions of students in higher grades in a progression, 
again, without suggesting a date or timeline for that decision. He noted that negotiations with the Malden Education 
Association (MEA) and subsequent continued meetings with the Joint Labor Management Committee would strongly 
influence and contribute to future decisions. 


