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                           MHS College Acceptances

Amherst College
Bay State College
Ben Franklin Institute of 
Technology
Benedict College
Bennington College
Bentley College
Boston College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Brandeis University
Bridgewater State University 
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
Bucknell University
Bunker Hill Community College
Clark University
Colby Sawyer College
College of the Holy Cross
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Denison University
Duke University
Eastern Nazarene College

Emerson College 
Emmanuel College
Endicott College
Fitchburg State University
Framingham State University
Hamilton College
Hartwick College
Harvard University
ITT Technical Institute
John Hopkins University
Johnson and Wales 
University
Lasell College
Lesley University
Mass. College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences
MIT
Mass. Maritime Academy
Mitchell College
Mount Ida College
New England Institute of Art
Newbury College
Nichols College
North Shore Community 
College
Northeastern University

Northwestern University
Oxford University
Princeton University
Regis College
Salem State University
Simmons College
Smith College
Southern NH University
Springfield College
Suffolk University
Syracuse University
Tufts University
UMASS Amherst
UMASS Boston
UMASS Dartmouth
UMASS Lowell
Union College
Universal Technical Institute
University of New Hampshire
University of Southern Maine
Wheaton College
Wentworth Institute of 
Technology
Wheelock College
Yale University 



Every Senior has access to a 
Post-secondary Portfolio

Our goal for every 
Malden High School Senior:

Whether our students are planning to enter the 
workforce or military, attend a two or four year 

college, all seniors will complete a senior 
portfolio which will assist them in the 

development and implementation of a senior 
plan. This plan is to help students become 

successful, happy, and 
economically independent.



Elements of the College 
Application

★ Application form

★ Transcript

★ Recommendations

○ School Counselor

○ Teachers

★ Resume

★ Personal Statement/Essay

★ SAT/ACT Scores

★ Application Fee



The Senior College/Career Portfolio Google 
Classroom!

★ Each of your students have a Google classroom designed by their 
school guidance counselor, with a unique access code.

★ If you are already part of your student’s Google classroom world, 
you should be able to see this one as well.

★ On the site from your student’s Junior year is relevant information 
about SAT/ACT/TOEFL registrations, college searches, and resume 
writing.

★ Over the summer, and this school year we’ve added Senior 
Portfolio Assignments and many, many links to current resources, 
including financial aid!



Senior Portfolio 2020-2021
Students were given a code by house.



Senior Portfolio Information

★ #1- Resume

★ #2- Sample Job Application

★ #3- Brag Sheet for 

Guidance Counselor

★ #4- Personal Statement/ 

College Essay

★ #5- Naviance College List

★ #6- SAT/ ACT Scores





SAT and ACT

★ Be sure to take the SATs, 
subject tests, or ACTs if needed

★ Most colleges are not requiring 
a standardized test for their 
2021 incoming class

★ It is your responsibility to send 
these scores to each of your 
colleges

★ You can send your scores to 4 
colleges for free when you 
register for the test. Each score 
report after the first 4 will cost 
$12.00.

★ www.actstudent.org for 
ACT information 

★ www.collegeboard.org/sat 
for the SATs and SAT 
subject tests

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/sat


College Tours, Visits and 
Demonstrated Interest

SHOW THE COLLEGES YOU ARE APPLYING TO THAT YOU WANT 
TO GO THERE! 

★ Virtual Admissions Representatives’ Visits to MHS
○ Mondays, Wednesday, and Fridays at 11:15 and 2:15

★ Sign-up for virtual tours and information sessions through the 
college’s website
○ https://www.umass.edu/

★ Follow on social media, read the blogs of current students, 
talk to alumni

https://www.umass.edu/


Naviance for College Application & 
Career Exploration

★ Naviance is a web-based resource for students and 
parents that encourages and supports post high 
school career and college planning

★ Family Connection is specific to our school

★ Family Connection will be updated on a regular basis 
with SAT/ACT scores and GPA/ranks for students, 
after reports arrive.



How Can I Use It?

Career Planning
○ Learning Style Inventory, Interest 

Inventory, Personality Inventory, 
Resume Building

College Planning
○ College Search, Application Process, 

College Major Exploration, 
Scholarship/Financial Aid Resources

Success Planning
○ Personalized Goals and Tasks, 

Journal Entries, Student Planner



http://succeed.naviance.com/malden

Click here  to put in your 
registration code 



Enter registration 
code here



Be sure to put in 
your personal 
information. Your 
student has their 
own account.

Use an email you 
check regularly 
and a password 
that you will 
remember!





“Colleges I’m applying to”



Alternatives to College & Gap 
Year Options

○ Occupational Training Options:
● On the job training
● Apprenticeship Programs/Union applications
● Business, Technical and Trade schools
● Community College Programs
● Year Up

○ Possible resources for Gap Years:
● AFS intercultural Programs, Inc. (www.afs.org)
● Americorps (Americorps.org)
● Audubon Expedition Institute (Getonthebus.org)
● City Year Boston and around the US
● Year Up Boston and around the US

○ Military Considerations include Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Nat’l 
Guard, Coast Guard and ROTC scholarships.

Bottom Line: There are lots of way to be successful after High School - 
see your School Counselor to talk more!



CAC-BU College and Career Adviser
“MHS College and Career 
Center” Google Classroom code: 
b6ogxyd

Instagram: @mhs_cacbu

Schedule meetings with Ms. K 
through this link: 
https://kwong-mhs.youcanbook.
me 

Weekly College & Career 
Newsletters every Friday!!!

Office hours on Tuesdays & 
Workshops on Thursdays 
@11:15-12:05

https://kwong-mhs.youcanbook.me
https://kwong-mhs.youcanbook.me


Your Guidance Team!
★ Holland House: Caitlin Quinn

cquinn@maldenps.org  781-397-6012

★ Boyle House: Jessalynne Brown

jesbrown@maldenps.org 781-397-6022

★ Jenkins House: Ann O’Connor

aoconnor@maldenps.org 781-397-6032

★ Brunelli House: Taryn Belowsky

tbelowsky@maldenps.org 781-397-6052

★ BHCC Early College Counselor: Alison Fornash

afornash@maldenps.org 781-397-6001

9th grade counselors: Alison White & Amy Yu

CAC-BU College and Career Advisor: Victoria Kwong

mailto:cquinn@maldenps.org
mailto:jesbrown@maldenps.org
mailto:aoconnor@maldenps.org
mailto:tbelowsky@maldenps.org
mailto:afornash@maldenps.org


 
Welcome our Financial Aid Parter: 



Affording College 101

Malden HS: College & Career Planning Night

© 2020 uAspire. All Rights Reserved. 

Understanding the Basics of College Costs and Financial Aid

 



Introductions

★ Who is uAspire?

▪ uAspire is a national non-profit helps students and families on 
their journey to find affordable college options

▪ This is my 2nd year as Malden’s uAspire advisor! This year, 
uAspire will be advising primarily via text. If your student has not 
received a text from me yet, they need to complete our 
enrollment survey here: 
https://www.tfaforms.com/4848079

★ A few volunteers to share via chat option- One word that describes 
how you are feeling about the financial aid process for college



Agenda

1
2

3
Financial Aid 

Basics

Applying for
Financial Aid

Next Steps



Public 
★ Government funded

★ In-State tuition for residents 

Private
★ Privately funded

★ Tuition costs the same for all       
students

Cost of Attendance



*Room and Board is optional

Cost of Attendance



Cost of attendance
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*Includes Room and Board



Types of Financial Aid

Grants and
Scholarships Loans Work-Study

Grants = Need-based, free 
money awarded from state, 
federal, or college funds

Scholarships = Merit or 
Need-based free money
awarded from college, or 
“outside scholarship” funds

Loans = Borrowed money, 
from federal, state, private and 
college lenders. 

Work Study = Earned 
money, from federal funds.



Grants Scholarships

★ Usually funded by government 
or college

★ Need based

★ Pell Grant: $6,345 Max*

★ Mass Grant: $1,200 Max*

★  Can be given for the following:

▪ Merit

▪ Need

▪ Ethnicity

▪ Race

▪ Housing Status

*estimated

Types of Financial Aid: Free Money!



Types of Financial Aid: Student Loans

★ Federal government loans:

▪ Federal Direct Loan: 
• Awarded to the student
• $3,500 Subsidized for freshmen; $2,000 

Unsubsidized 
▪ $5,500 is the maximum amount a student 

can take out in their name for the 1st year of 
college

• Interest rate for 2020-2021*: 2.75%



★ Job on campus

★ Usually government funded

★ Money paid as you work, not up front

★ Work study range: 

▪ Varies for each college/student

▪ Range seen: $500-$3,500

★ Most important thing to remember: Funds will NOT go 
directly to pay student’s college bill – up to student’s 
discretion as to how funds are spent!

Types of Financial Aid: Work Study
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      JUNIOR YEAR -  SEPT          OCT  -  NOV                  DEC  -  FEB                 MAR  -  MAY

Identify 
Financial 

Safety 
Schools

Submit 
CSS 

Profile (if 
applicable)

Submit 
FAFSA*

Review 
SAR & 

Address 
Any 

Issues

Verification 
& 

Institutional 
Forms

Analyze 
& 

Compare 
Financial 

Aid 
Offers

Research and apply for scholarships

Register 
for FSA 

ID 
(Parent(s) 

too!)

Tuition 
Deposit 

Due!

Junior/Senior Year Financial Aid Timeline

*Note: Students with DACA status in MA are eligible for in-state tuition rates at 
public colleges and institutions.



What is a Financial Safety School?

★ Many definitions of what a financial safety school is…
– Competitive college that meets full need….for a student with 

a 4.0, perfect test scores, and a zero/low EFC

– A local community college….because of open admission 
policies and overall affordability

– A college that a student can commute to

financial

…AND likely be able to 
afford.

>

“A safety school is where a particular student is 
likely to get accepted.”



What is the FSA ID?

★ The FSA ID is a self-created username and password 

★ It is unique for each user and serves as a legal 
signature 

★ Students and parents should create their FSA IDs 
PRIOR to filling out the FAFSA (only one parent req’d)

★ Register at fsaid.ed.gov



Submit FAFSA

★ It is required by ALL colleges! 
★ It is FREE!
★ Apply online (www.fafsa.gov) starting  October 1st 
★ Priority given to students who complete FAFSA 

early,  some money awarded is first come, first 
served!

★ You can prepare for the FAFSA in the fall by 
gathering the necessary paperwork

Apply 
for 

Financial 
Aid

The 2021-2022 
FAFSA asks for 
2019 taxes!

Submit 
FAFSA*

http://www.fafsa.gov/


Free

Application for

Federal

Student

Aid

www.fafsa.ed.gov



Submit CSS PROFILE

★ Only required by some colleges; typically private, competitive 
colleges but other colleges can require it also

★ Complete online at www.collegeboard.org, beginning October 1st 
(be sure to check each college’s due date) 

★ If you qualify for SAT waivers, you can get unlimited CSS Profile fee 
waivers

★ This form is used to award institutional funds (from the college) 
only

Submit 
CSS 

Profile (if 
applicable)

http://www.collegeboard.com/


You can google “CSS Profile Participating Institutions” to see list of 
which colleges require this form; sort by state



Review 
SAR & 

Address 
Any 

Issues

Student Aid Report

★ Within 2-5 days from when you submitted your FAFSA, 
you should receive an email that your Student Aid 
Report (SAR) is ready to view. 

★ The SAR is a summary of information reported on the 
FAFSA and will let you know if there are any issues with 
your FAFSA that MUST be addressed.

★ You can also see your official Expected Family 
Contribution and add colleges if you need to. 



Warning about EFC

★ This is not the exact amount you may have to pay! You can 
think of it as the minimum amount the student and family will 
need to pay.

★ It is important to discuss as a family what amount of money 
you may be able to contribute, comfort with borrowing loans, 
etc., so there are no surprises

★ Be realistic and think about the big picture of college costs, not 
just one year

★ Set expectations as a family so when the time comes to make a 
decision on a college you have already had this conversation



Verification and Other Forms

★ Colleges want to make sure that the information reported on 
the FAFSA is correct, so you may selected for something 
called verification. 

★ Verification is a normal part of the process!

★ Many colleges will ask you to fill out a verification 
worksheet and ask for copies of things like tax returns or 
proof of citizenship/residency. 

★ You must respond to verification requests in a timely manner 
or else you can miss out on financial aid.

Verification 
& 

Institutional 
Forms



Financial Aid Offers

★ You will typically begin to receive financial aid offers 1-3 
weeks after acceptance to a college (via mail, e-mail, or your 
online portal)

★ Sometimes called “financial aid award”, “award letter” or 
“award package”

★ Because you will receive different financial aid offers from 
each college, you will be expected to pay different amounts 
for each college.

★ You should review EVERY financial aid offer you receive so 
that you understand what each college is offering you!

Analyze & 
Compare 
Financial 
Aid Offers



Options for Covering Your Estimated Bill

★ Outside Scholarships – apply now! 

★ Savings or summer work

★ Tuition Payment/Installment Plan*

★ Parent PLUS loan*

★ Private Loans (Should be your last resort, borrow 
wisely!)

▪ Note: Your leftover balance is typically split into 
two tuition payments, one for the fall semester 
and one for the spring semester.  The fall bill will 
most likely be due in July or August this summer!
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★ Where to begin looking for scholarships?

▪ In school:
• Check with the guidance office

• Scholarship List in Weekly Newsletter

▪ Local community:
• City of Malden Scholarship
• uAspire Scholarship(to be announced)

▪ Online Resources:
• www.collegegreenlight.com

• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

Outside Scholarships

Start looking for scholarships now because 
fewer scholarships will be available as the 

year goes on…early deadlines!

http://www.collegegreenlight.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search








Questions?

?


