
 
2019/2020 Rising Seniors  

Summer Reading: Staff-Sponsored Book Options 
 
 

1. A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms by George R. R. Martin 
[Sponsored by: Mr. E. Mauser] 

A century before A GAME OF THRONES, two unlikely heroes wandered Westeros… 
A KNIGHT OF THE SEVEN KINGDOMS compiles the first three official prequel novellas to 
George R.R. Martin’s ongoing masterwork, A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE. 
A young, naïve but courageous hedge knight, Ser Duncan the Tall towers above his rivals – in 
stature if not experience. Tagging along with him is his diminutive squire, a boy called Egg – 
whose true identity must be hidden from all he and Dunk encounter: for in reality he is Aegon 
Targaryen, and one day he will be king. Improbable heroes though they be, great destinies lie 
ahead for Dunk and Egg; as do powerful foes, royal intrigue, and outrageous exploits.  

Note: One does not have to have read previous Game of Thrones-based books to enjoy this book. 
 
 

2. Batman Year One by Frank Miller 
[Sponsored by: Mr. M. Abbatessa] 

 
Year One is a Batman story-line written by Frank Miller with illustrations by Dave 
Mazzucchelli. It was published in 1987 through the Batman series, as a new origin story for 
the character.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
3. The Bees by Laline Paull  

[Sponsored by: Ms. T. Belowsky] 
The Handmaid’s Tale meets The Hunger Games in this brilliantly imagined debut set in an 
ancient culture where only the queen may breed and deformity means death. 
Flora 717 is a sanitation worker, a member of the lowest caste in her orchard hive where work 
and sacrifice are the highest virtues and worship of the beloved Queen the only religion. But 
Flora is not like other bees. With circumstances threatening the hive’s survival, her curiosity is 
regarded as a dangerous flaw but her courage and strength are an asset. She is allowed to 
feed the newborns in the royal nursery and then to become a forager, flying alone and free to 
collect pollen. She also finds her way into the Queen’s inner sanctum, where she discovers 
mysteries about the hive that are both profound and ominous. 

But when Flora breaks the most sacred law of all—daring to challenge the Queen’s fertility—enemies abound, 
from the fearsome fertility police who enforce the strict social hierarchy to the high priestesses jealously 
wedded to power. Her deepest instincts to serve and sacrifice are now overshadowed by an even deeper 
desire, a fierce maternal love that will bring her into conflict with her conscience, her heart, her society—and 
lead her to unthinkable deeds. 
 
 
 
 



4. Between Shades of Grey by Ruta Sepetys  
[Sponsored by: Ms. E. Gibbons] 

Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She paints, she draws, she 
gets crushes on boys. Until one night when Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her 
family from the comfortable life they've known. Separated from her father, forced onto a 
crowded and dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her young brother slowly make their way 
north, crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest reaches of Siberia. Here they 
are forced, under Stalin's orders, to dig for beets and fight for their lives under the cruelest of 
conditions. 
Lina finds solace in her art, meticulously--and at great risk--documenting events by drawing, 
hoping these messages will make their way to her father's prison camp to let him know they 

are still alive. It is a long and harrowing journey, spanning years and covering 6,500 miles, but it is through 
incredible strength, love, and hope that Lina ultimately survives. Between Shades of Gray is a novel that will 
steal your breath and capture your heart. 
 

5. Blink: The Power of Thinking without Thinking by Malcolm Gladwell 
[Sponsored by: Mr. C. Mastrangelo] 

In his landmark bestseller The Tipping Point, Malcolm Gladwell redefined how we understand 
the world around us. Now, in Blink, he revolutionizes the way we understand the world within. 
Blink is a book about how we think without thinking, about choices that seem to be made in an 
instant-in the blink of an eye-that actually aren't as simple as they seem. Why are some people 
brilliant decision makers, while others are consistently inept? Why do some people follow their 
instincts and win, while others end up stumbling into error? How do our brains really work-in 
the office, in the classroom, in the kitchen, and in the bedroom? And why are the best 
decisions often those that are impossible to explain to others?In Blink we meet the 
psychologist who has learned to predict whether a marriage will last, based on a few minutes 

of observing a couple; the tennis coach who knows when a player will double-fault before the racket even 
makes contact with the ball; the antiquities experts who recognize a fake at a glance. Here, too, are great 
failures of "blink": the election of Warren Harding; "New Coke"; and the shooting of Amadou Diallo by police. 
Blink reveals that great decision makers aren't those who process the most information or spend the most time 
deliberating, but those who have perfected the art of "thin-slicing"-filtering the very few factors that matter from 
an overwhelming number of variables. 
 

6. Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah 
[Sponsored by: Ms. R. Corcoran] 

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man 
as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the 
story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious 
mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, 
violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life. 
 
 
 
 

7. Brother, I'm Dying by Edwidge Danticat 
[Sponsored by: Mr. P. Degenkolb]  

 
This autobiographical memoir tells the story of a family that originates in Haiti and then moves 
to the United States. In it, the author recounts her childhood experience as she is separated 
from and later reunited with her parents when they move to New York. The novel follows her 
life into adulthood as she eventually marries and starts a family. 
 



8. The Chosen by Chaim Potok 
[Sponsored by: Ms. A. D’Agostino] 

 
It is the now-classic story of two fathers and two sons and the pressures on all of them to 
pursue the religion they share in the way that is best suited to each. And as the boys grow 
into young men, they discover in the other a lost spiritual brother, and a link to an unexplored 
world that neither had ever considered before. In effect, they exchange places, and find the 
peace that neither will ever retreat from again. . . . 
 
 
 

 
9. The Cuckoo's Calling by Robert Galbraith 

[Sponsored by: Ms. T. Sarmento] 
The Cuckoo's Calling is a 2013 crime fiction novel by J. K. Rowling, published under the 
pseudonym Robert Galbraith. A brilliant mystery in a classic vein: Detective Cormoran Strike 
investigates a supermodel's suicide. After losing his leg to a land mine in Afghanistan, 
Cormoran Strike is barely scraping by as a private investigator. Strike is down to one client, 
and creditors are calling. He has also just broken up with his longtime girlfriend and is living 
in his office. 
Then John Bristow walks through his door with an amazing story: His sister, the legendary 
supermodel Lula Landry, known to her friends as the Cuckoo, famously fell to her death a 
few months earlier. The police ruled it a suicide, but John refuses to believe that. The case 

plunges Strike into the world of multimillionaire beauties, rock-star boyfriends, and desperate designers, and it 
introduces him to every variety of pleasure, enticement, seduction, and delusion known to man. 
You may think you know detectives, but you've never met one quite like Strike. You may think you know about 
the wealthy and famous, but you've never seen them under an investigation like this. 
 

10. Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover 
[Sponsored by: Ms. D. Brookes] 

Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the 
mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned 
peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag". In the summer she stewed herbs for 
her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard. 
Her father forbade hospitals, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, 
even burns from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so 
isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an 
education and no one to intervene when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. 
Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began to educate herself. She taught herself enough 

mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University, where she studied history, learning for 
the first time about important world events like the Holocaust and the civil rights movement. Her quest for 
knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only 
then would she wonder if she'd traveled too far, if there was still a way home (Goodreads). 
 

11. The Four Agreements: A Practical Guide to Personal Freedom (A Toltec Wisdom Book) by 
Don Miguel Ruiz 
[Sponsored by: Mr. P. DiBenedetto] 

 
In The Four Agreements, bestselling author don Miguel Ruiz reveals the source of self-limiting 
beliefs that rob us of joy and create needless suffering. Based on ancient Toltec wisdom, The 
Four Agreements offer a powerful code of conduct that can rapidly transform our lives to a 
new experience of freedom, true happiness, and love. 



12. The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah  
[Sponsored by: Ms. K. Hardy] 

Alaska, 1974. Unpredictable. Unforgiving. Untamed. 
For a family in crisis, the ultimate test of survival. In this unforgettable portrait of human frailty 
and resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable character of the modern American 
pioneer and the spirit of a vanishing Alaska―a place of incomparable beauty and danger. The 
Great Alone is a daring, beautiful, stay-up-all-night story about love and loss, the fight for 
survival, and the wildness that lives in both man and nature. 
 
 
 

13. Hold Tight, Don't Let Go by Laura Rose Wagner  
[Sponsored by: Ms. J. Haralson] 

Hold Tight, Don’t Let Go follows the vivid story of two teenage cousins, raised as sisters, who 
survive the devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti. After losing the woman who raised them in 
the tragedy, Magdalie and Nadine must fend for themselves in the aftermath of the quake. 
The girls are inseparable, making the best of their new circumstances in a refugee camp with 
an affectionate, lively camaraderie, until Nadine, whose father lives in Miami, sends for her 
but not Magdalie. As she leaves, Nadine makes a promise she cannot keep: to bring 
Magdalie to Miami, too. Resourceful Magdalie focuses her efforts on a reunion with Nadine 
until she realizes her life is in Haiti, and that she must embrace its possibilities for love, 
friendship, and a future.  Copies of the book are available for loan by the sponsoring teacher 

by request.  
 
 

14. Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos 
[Sponsored by: Mr. B. Butler] 

In Hole in My Life, Jack Gantos recounts the story of his time as an idle teenager turned drug 
smuggler, including his eventual capture by the government and his time spent in Ashford 
Federal Penitentiary, in Kentucky. The biography serves as much as a lesson to readers in how 
Gantos turns his own life around as it does the story of how Gantos developed his writing style. 
 
 
 

 
15. Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot  

[Sponsored by: Ms. S. Votaw] 
From the very beginning there was something uncanny about the cancer cells on Henrietta 
Lacks’s cervix. Even before killing Lacks herself in 1951, they took on a life of their own. 
Removed during a biopsy and cultured without her permission, the HeLa cells (named from 
the first two letters of her first and last names) reproduced boisterously in a lab at Johns 
Hopkins — the first human cells ever to do so. HeLa became an instant biological celebrity, 
traveling to research labs all over the world. Meanwhile Lacks, a vivacious 31-year-old 
African-American who had once been a tobacco farmer, tended her five children and endured 
scarring radiation treatments in the hospital’s “colored” ward. 
In “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks,” Rebecca Skloot introduces us to the “real live 
woman,” the children who survived her, and the interplay of race, poverty, science and one of 
the most important medical discoveries of the last 100 years. Skloot narrates the science 

lucidly, tracks the racial politics of medicine thoughtfully and tells the Lacks family’s often painful history with 
grace. She also confronts the spookiness of the cells themselves, intrepidly crossing into the spiritual plane on 
which the family has come to understand their mother’s continued presence in the world. Science writing is 
often just about “the facts.” Skloot’s book, her first, is far deeper, braver and more wonderful. 



 
16. Internment by Samira Ahmed 

[Sponsored by: Ms. A. Mooney] 
Set in a horrifying near-future United States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin and her parents 
are forced into an internment camp for Muslim American citizens. 
With the help of newly made friends also trapped within the internment camp, her boyfriend 
on the outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a journey to fight for freedom, 
leading a revolution against the internment camp's Director and his guards. 
Heart-racing and emotional, Internment challenges readers to fight complicit silence that 
exists in our society today (Amazon). 
 
 

17. IQ by Joe Ide 
[Sponsored by: Ms. J. Clapp] 

East Long Beach. The LAPD is barely keeping up with the neighborhood's high crime rate. 
Murders go unsolved, lost children unrecovered. But someone from the neighborhood has taken 
it upon himself to help solve the cases the police can't or won't touch. 
They call him IQ. He's a loner and a high school dropout, his unassuming nature disguising a 
relentless determination and a fierce intelligence. He charges his clients whatever they can 
afford, which might be a set of tires or a homemade casserole. To get by, he's forced to take on 
clients that can pay. 
This time, it's a rap mogul whose life is in danger. As Isaiah investigates, he encounters a 

vengeful ex-wife, a crew of notorious cutthroats, a monstrous attack dog, and a hit man who even other hit 
men say is a lunatic. The deeper Isaiah digs, the more far reaching and dangerous the case becomes. 
 

18. Life, Animated: A Story Of Sidekicks, Heroes and Autism by Ronald Suskind 
[Sponsored by: Mr. D. Kamishlian] 

Imagine being trapped inside a Disney movie and having to learn about life mostly from 
animated characters dancing across a screen of color. A fantasy? A nightmare? This is 
the real-life story of Owen Suskind, the son of the Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Ron 
Suskind and his wife, Cornelia. An autistic boy who couldn't speak for years, Owen 
memorized dozens of Disney movies, turned them into a language to express love and 
loss, kinship, brotherhood.The family was forced to become animated characters, 
communicating with him in Disney dialogue and song; until they all emerge, together, 
revealing how, in darkness, we all literally need stories to survive. 

 
19. Monday's Not Coming by Tiffany D. Jackson 

[Sponsored by: Ms. L. Musilli] 
Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. Claudia and Monday have 
always been inseparable—more sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn’t turn up for the 
first day of school, Claudia’s worried. 
When she doesn’t show for the second day, or second week, Claudia knows that something is 
wrong. Monday wouldn’t just leave her to endure tests and bullies alone. Not after last year’s 
rumors and not with her grades on the line. Now Claudia needs her best—and only—friend 
more than ever. But Monday’s mother refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, and Monday’s 
sister April is even less help. 
As Claudia digs deeper into her friend’s disappearance, she discovers that no one seems to 

remember the last time they saw Monday. How can a teenage girl just vanish without anyone noticing that 
she’s gone (Amazon). 
 
 



20. Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa 
[Sponsored by: Mr. A. Yakine] 

A heart-wrenching, powerfully written novel that does for Palestine what The Kite Runner did 
for Afghanistan. 
Mornings in Jenin is a multi-generational story about a Palestinian family. Forcibly removed 
from the olive-farming village of Ein Hod by the newly formed state of Israel in 1948, the 
Abulhejos are displaced to live in canvas tents in the Jenin refugee camp. We follow the 
Abulhejo family as they live through a half century of violent history. Amidst the loss and fear, 
hatred and pain, as their tents are replaced by more forebodingly permanent cinderblock huts, 
there is always the waiting, waiting to return to a lost home. 

The novel's voice is that of Amal, the granddaughter of the old village patriarch, a bright, sensitive girl who 
makes it out of the camps, only to return years later, to marry and bear a child. Through her eyes, with her 
evolving vision, we get the story of her brothers, one who is kidnapped to be raised Jewish, one who will end 
with bombs strapped to his middle. But of the many interwoven stories, stretching backward and forward in 
time, none is more important than Amal's own. Her story is one of love and loss, of childhood and marriage 
and parenthood, and finally the need to share her history with her daughter, to preserve the greatest love she 
has. 
 

21. On the Come Up by Angie Thomas 
[Sponsored by: Ms. N. Nims] 

This is the highly anticipated second novel by Angie Thomas, the author of the #1 New York 
Times bestselling, award-winning The Hate U Give. 
Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least win her first 
battle. As the daughter of an underground hip hop legend who died right before he hit big, Bri’s 
got massive shoes to fill. 
But it’s hard to get your come up when you’re labeled a hoodlum at school, and your fridge at 
home is empty after your mom loses her job. So Bri pours her anger and frustration into her first 
song, which goes viral…for all the wrong reasons. 

Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, portrayed by the media as more menace than MC. But 
with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri doesn’t just want to make it—she has to. Even if it means 
becoming the very thing the public has made her out to be.  
Insightful, unflinching, and full of heart, On the Come Up is an ode to hip hop from one of the most influential 
literary voices of a generation. It is the story of fighting for your dreams, even as the odds are stacked against 
you; and about how, especially for young black people, freedom of speech isn’t always free. 
 

22. Parkland: Birth of a Movement by Dave Cullen 
[Sponsored by: Mr. R. Gallagher] 

"On the first anniversary of the events at Parkland, the acclaimed, New York Times bestselling 
author of Columbine offers an intimate, deeply moving account of the extraordinary teenage 
survivors who became activists and pushed back against the NRA and feckless Congressional 
leaders—inspiring millions of Americans to join their grassroots #neveragain movement. . . 
Cullen unfolds the story of Parkland through the voices of key participants whose diverse 
personalities and outlooks comprise every facet of the movement. . . [He] takes us into the 
hearts of the Douglas students as they cope with the common concerns of high school students 
everywhere—awaiting college acceptance letters, studying for mid-term exams, competing 

against their athletic rivals, putting together the yearbook, staging the musical Spring Awakening, enjoying 
prom and graduation—while moving forward from a horrific event that has altered them forever. Deeply 
researched and beautifully told, Parkland is an in-depth examination of this pivotal moment in American 
culture—and an up-close portrait that reveals what these extraordinary young people are like as kids. As it 
celebrates the passion of these astonishing students who are making history, this spellbinding book is an 
inspiring call to action for lasting change” (Amazon) 
 



23. Shout by Laurie Halse Anderson  
[Sponsored by: Ms. Y. Márquez] 

Bestselling author Laurie Halse Anderson is known for the unflinching way she writes about, 
and advocates for, survivors of sexual assault. Now, inspired by her fans and enraged by how 
little in our culture has changed since her groundbreaking novel Speak was first published 
twenty years ago, she has written a poetry memoir that is as vulnerable as it is rallying, as 
timely as it is timeless. In free verse, Anderson shares reflections, rants, and calls to action 
woven between deeply personal stories from her life that she's never written about before. 
Searing and soul-searching, this important memoir is a denouncement of our society's failures 
and a love letter to all the people with the courage to say #MeToo and #TimesUp, whether 

aloud, online, or only in their own hearts. SHOUT speaks truth to power in a loud, clear voice-- and once you 
hear it, it is impossible to ignore (Amazon). 
 

24. Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 
[Sponsored by: Ms. M. Macey] 

Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood actor, 
had a heart attack on stage during a production of King Lear. That was the night when a 
devastating flu pandemic arrived in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we know it 
came to an end.  
Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered world with a 
small troupe of actors and musicians. They call themselves The Traveling Symphony, and 
they have dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants of art and humanity alive. But 
when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will 

threaten the tiny band’s existence. And as the story takes off, moving back and forth in time, and vividly 
depicting life before and after the pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be 
revealed. 
 
 

25. The Stranger by Albert Camus 
[Sponsored by: Mr. T. Snarsky] 

The Stranger is not merely one of the most widely read novels of the 20th century, but one of 
the books likely to outlive it. Written in 1946, Camus's compelling and troubling tale of a 
disaffected, apparently amoral young man has earned a durable popularity (and remains a 
staple of U.S. high school literature courses) in part because it reveals so vividly the anxieties 
of its time. Alienation, the fear of anonymity, spiritual doubt---all could have been given a 
purely modern inflection in the hands of a lesser talent than Camus, who won the Nobel Prize 
in 1957 and was noted for his existentialist aesthetic. The remarkable trick of The Stranger, 
however, is that it's not mired in period philosophy. 
 

 
26. The Tao of Pooh! by Benjamin Hoff 

[Sponsored by: Mr. P. Marques] 
The book is intended as an introduction to the Eastern belief system of Taoism for Westerners. 
It allegorically employs the fictional characters of A. A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh stories to 
explain the basic principles of philosophical Taoism. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

27. The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See 
[Sponsored by: Ms. M. Seager] 

Li-yan and her family align their lives around the seasons and the farming of tea. There is 
ritual and routine, and it has been ever thus for generations. Then one day a jeep appears at 
the village gate, the first automobile any of them have seen and a stranger arrives. In this 
remote Yunnan village, the stranger finds the rare tea he has been seeking and a reticent 
Akha people.  This is the story of a unique ethnic minority group who live in the mountains of 
China.  
 
 
 

 
 

28. There There by Tommy Orange 
[Sponsored by: Ms. K. Veritas] 

There There is the first novel by Cheyenne and Arapaho author Tommy Orange. Published in 
2018, it opens with an essay by Orange as a prologue, and then proceeds to follow a large cast 
of Native Americans living in the area of Oakland, California, as they struggle with a wide array 
of challenges ranging from depression and alcoholism, to unemployment, fetal alcohol 
syndrome, and the challenges of living with an ethnic identity of being "ambiguously nonwhite." 
All coalesce at a community pow wow and its attempted robbery. 
 
 

 
29. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

[Sponsored by: Ms. C. Quinn] 
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North 
Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals 
immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. 
Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, 
finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to 
be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, 
Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable happens. 
 
 

 
30. The Witch Elm by Tana French 

[Sponsored by: Ms. E. Craven] 
Toby is a happy-go-lucky charmer who's dodged a scrape at work and is celebrating with 
friends when the night takes a turn that will change his life - he surprises two burglars who 
beat him and leave him for dead. Struggling to recover from his injuries, beginning to 
understand that he might never be the same man again, he takes refuge at his family's 
ancestral home to care for his dying uncle Hugo. Then a skull is found in the trunk of an elm 
tree in the garden - and as detectives close in, Toby is forced to face the possibility that his 
past may not be what he has always believed. 
A spellbinding standalone from one of the best suspense writers working today, The Witch 

Elm asks what we become, and what we're capable of, when we no longer know who we are. 
 

 
 



 


