
Malden Public Schools 2019 Summer Reading Program For Students Entering Grade 6-8 
 

Vision Statement: We believe that reading is essential to our understanding of the world. We hope to create through this program a 
chance for students to share books that they love to build a community of readers and learners.  
 

I. Below is a selection of recommended books, authors, and series by current grade six-eight students in Malden. You may choose to 
read one of these books or a book that is not on the list. We hope that you will read many books this summer, but for the assignment, 
you only need to read one.  
 

Recommend Authors 

 

Kwame Alexander  
 
Kwame Alexander is an American writer of poetry and children’s fiction. He is the New York Times bestselling author 
of 32 books. Kwame is the recipient of numerous awards, including The Coretta Scott King Author Honor, Three NAACP 
Image Award Nominations, and the 2017 Inaugural Pat Conroy Legacy Award. In partnership with Follett Book Fairs, 
he created the #AllBooksForAllKids initiative to bring more diverse books into school libraries. In 2018, he opened the 
Barbara E. Alexander Memorial Library and Health Clinic in Ghana, as a part of LEAP for Ghana, an international 
literacy program he co-founded.  
 
A few books by Kwame Alexander: Swing, Rebound, Solo , The Playbook, Out of Wonder  
Booked, The Crossover , She Said, He Said  
 
 

 

 

Author’s name: Raina Telgemeier  
 
Raina Telgemeier is the author and illustrator of the graphic novels Smile, Drama, Sisters, and Ghosts, all #1 New York 
Times best sellers. She also adapted and illustrated four graphic novel versions of Ann M. Martin’s Baby-sitters Club 
series, and has contributed short stories to many anthologies. Raina’s accolades include three Eisner Awards, a Boston 
Globe-Horn Book Honor, a Stonewall Honor, and many Best-of and Notables lists. Raina lives and works in San 
Francisco, CA. 
 
A few books by Raina Telgemeier: Smile, Sisters, Ghosts, Drama, The Babysitters Club, Guts  



Author’s name: James Patterson  
 
James Patterson is the world’s bestselling author and most trusted storyteller. He has created many enduring fictional 
characters and series. Patterson’s writing career is characterized by a single mission: to prove that there is no such 
thing as a person who “doesn’t like to read,” only people who haven’t found the right book. He’s given over three 
million books to schoolkids and the military, donated more than seventy million dollars to support education, and 
endowed over five thousand college scholarships for teachers. The National Book Foundation recently presented 
Patterson with the Literarian Award for Outstanding Service to the American Literary Community, and he is also the 
recipient of an Edgar Award and six Emmy Awards. He lives in Florida with his family. 
 
A few books by James Patterson: I Funny, Treasure Hunters, Witch & Wizard  

 

Author’s name: Rick Riordan  
 
Rick Riordan is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of over twenty novels for young readers. He is most well 
known for his series. For fifteen years, Rick taught English and History. While he was teaching he was writing mystery 
novels. Today, eighty-six million copies of his books are in print in the United States.  
 
A few books by Rick Riordan: The Heroes of Olympus, Kane Chronicles, Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, The 39 
Clues, The Trials of Apollo, Tres Navarre  

 

Author’s name: Allan Gratz  
 
Alan Gratz has wanted to be a writer ever since he was a kid. He went to the University of Tennessee to study creative 
writing, and ten years and more than sixty-five rejections later he was finally able to get his very first book published. 
Now Alan is the author of fifteen books for young readers, many of which have won state awards, appeared on the New 
York Times bestseller list, and been voted their favorite book of the year by students and librarians. 
 
A few books by Allan Gratz: Grenade, Ban This Book, Refugee, The Monster War ,Code of Honor, The League of Seven  
Prisoner D- 3087 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Recommend Titles 

 

Title & Author: Bystander by James Preller 
ISBN: 978-0312547967 
Publication Date: 2009 
Lexile: HL600L 
Synopsis: Eric is the new kid in seventh grade. Griffin wants to be his friend. When you're new in town, it's hard to 
know who to hang out with―and who to avoid. Griffin seems cool, confident, and popular. But something isn't right 
about Griffin. He always seems to be in the middle of bad things. And if Griffin doesn't like you, you'd better watch your 
back. There might be a target on it. As Eric gets drawn deeper into Griffin's dark world, he begins to see the truth about 
Griffin: he's a liar, a bully, a thief. Eric wants to break away, do the right thing. But in one shocking moment, he goes 
from being a bystander... to the bully's next victim. 

 

Title & Author: Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
ISBN: 978-0142422861 
Publication Date: 2013 
Lexile: 770L 
Synopsis: Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who 
finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive 
parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically 
changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that 
it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her 
journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 

 

Title & Author: Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
ISBN: 978-0147515827 
Publication Date: 2014 
Lexile: 990L 
Synopsis: Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, 
she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim 
Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible 
and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s 
eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled 
with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer 
she was to become. 



 

Title & Author: How to Steal a Dog by Barbara O’Connor 
ISBN: 978-0312561123 
Publication Date: 2009 
Lexile: 700L 
Synopsis: Georgina Hayes is desperate. Ever since her father left and they were evicted from their apartment, her 
family has been living in their car. With her mama juggling two jobs and trying to make enough money to find a place to 
live, Georgina is stuck looking after her younger brother, Toby. And she has her heart set on improving their situation. 
When Georgina spots a missing-dog poster with a reward of five hundred dollars, the solution to all her problems 
suddenly seems within reach. All she has to do is "borrow" the right dog and its owners are sure to offer a reward. 
What happens next is the last thing she expected. 

 

Title & Author: Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories by R. J. Palacio 
ISBN: 978-1101934852 
Publication Date: 2014 
Lexile: 680L 
Synopsis: Auggie & Me gives readers a special look at Auggie’s world through three new points of view. These stories 
are an extra peek at Auggie before he started at Beecher Prep and during his first year there. Readers get to see him 
through the eyes of Julian, the bully; Christopher, Auggie’s oldest friend; and Charlotte, Auggie’s new friend at school. 
Together, these three stories are a treasure for readers who don’t want to leave Auggie behind when they finish 
Wonder. 

 

Title & Author: New Kid by Jerry Craft 
ISBN: 978-0062691194 
Publication Date: 2019 
Lexile: GN320L 
Synopsis: 
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to 
the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where 
Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights 
apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not 
really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his neighborhood 
friends and staying true to himself? 



 

Title & Author: Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
ISBN: 978-0142420591 
Publication Date: 2012 
Lexile: HL490L 
 
Synopsis: 
Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life -- until Soviet officers invade her home and tear her 
family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, her mother, and her young brother make 
their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their lives. Lina finds solace in her art, 
documenting these events by drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her drawings of their location and 
secretly passes them along, hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's prison camp. But will strength, 
love, and hope be enough for Lina and her family to survive? 

 

Recommend Series 

 

Track Series by Jason Reynolds 
 
Running. That's all that Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. 
Patina, or Patty, runs like a flash.  
Always ready with a goofy smile and something nice to say, Sunny is the chillest dude on the Defenders team.  
Lu was born to be co captain of the Defenders. Well, actually, he was born albino, but that’s got nothing to do with being 
a track star. 
 Four kids from wildly different backgrounds, with personalities that are explosive when they clash. But they are also 
four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that could qualify them for the Junior Olympics. They all 
have a lot of lose, but they all have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves.  

 

Amulet Series by Kazu Kibuishi 
Graphic novel star Kazu Kibuishi creates a world of terrible, man-eating demons, a mechanical rabbit, a giant 
robot---and two ordinary children on a life-or-death mission. After the tragic death of their father, Emily and Navin 
move with their mother to the home of her deceased great-grandfather, but the strange house proves to be dangerous. 
Before long, a sinister creature lures the kids' mom through a door in the basement. Em and Navin, desperate not to 
lose her, follow her into an underground world inhabited by demons, robots, and talking animals. Eventually, they 
enlist the help of a small mechanical rabbit named Miskit. Together with Miskit, they face the most terrifying monster of 
all, and Em finally has the chance to save someone she loves.  



The Lost Hero Series by Rick Riordan 
Jason has a problem. 
He doesn’t remember anything before waking up in a bus full of kids on a field trip. Apparently he has a girlfriend 
named Piper, and a best friend named Leo. They’re all students at a boarding school for “bad kids.” What did Jason do to 
end up here? And where is here, exactly? 
 
Piper has a secret. 
Her father has been missing for three days, ever since she had that terrifying nightmare about his being in trouble. 
Piper doesn’t understand her dream, or why her boyfriend suddenly doesn’t recognize her.  
 
Leo has a way with tools. 
When he sees his cabin at Camp Half-Blood, filled with power tools and machine parts, he feels right at home. But 
there’s weird stuff, too—like the curse everyone keeps talking about, and some camper who's gone missing. Weirdest of 
all, his bunkmates insist that each of them—including Leo—is related to a god.  

 

The Land of Stories Series by Chris Colfer 
Alex and Conner Bailey's world is about to change, in this fast-paced adventure that uniquely combines our modern day 
world with the enchanting realm of classic fairy tales. 
The Land of Stories tells the tale of twins Alex and Conner. Through the mysterious powers of a cherished book of 
stories, they leave their world behind and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where they come 
face-to-face with the fairy tale characters they grew up reading about. But after a series of encounters with witches, 
wolves, goblins, and trolls alike, getting back home is going to be harder than they thought.  

The I Funny Series by James Patterson 
Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a mission: he wants to become the world's greatest standup comedian--even if he 
doesn't have a lot to laugh about these days. He's new in town and stuck living with his aunt, uncle, and their evil son 
Stevie, a bully who doesn't let Jamie's wheelchair stop him from messing with Jamie as much as possible. 
 
 But Jamie doesn't let his situation get him down. When his Uncle Frankie mentions a contest called The Planet's 
Funniest Kid Comic, Jamie knows he has to enter. But are the judges only rewarding him out of pity because of his 
wheelchair, like Stevie suggests? Will Jamie ever share the secret of his troubled past instead of hiding behind his 
comedy act? 

 
 
 

 



II. Assignment.  
 
After you finish the reading, you are asked to complete a review of your chosen book. Your review should recommend or not recommend 
and give reasons why.  You also need to give evidence from the book to support your reasons – essentially, quotations or examples from the 
book that would support your review. The review should show evidence of story elements: 

➢ Major events or plot points 
➢ Major characters  
➢ Conflicts 
➢ Setting 

 
The review can be presented in the form of the your choosing (You only need to complete ONE): 
 

➔ A brief video (2-3  minutes) 
➔ Google Slideshow (4-6 slides) 
➔ A podcast or audio recording (2-3 minutes) 
➔ A poster 
➔ A written review for a newspaper (10-15 sentences) 
➔ A letter to the author (10-15 sentences) 
➔ Your own creative response 

 
 

 
 

 
 


