School Council Meeting Agenda
December 9, 2015
6:00 p.m. in the Ferryway Library

Participants:

Rebecca Gordon, Ferryway Principal

Rae Payson- parent & co-chair of council 

Earl Fitzpatrick- teacher

Christina Terranova- teacher

Susan Shapiro- teacher

Tenille Thomas- parent

Tom Ruan- parent

1. ELT Performance Agreement (SIP):
Our school goals were sent to the state and we are waiting for approval of them. This agreement becomes part of the draft of our school improvement plan.

2. Parade/Wreath:
Reviewed Mayor’s letter about our parade participation. We had a total of fifteen teachers and 15 students. We submitted a decorated wreathe under Marie Murry’s direction with photographs attached displaying Malden’s Proud History. Our wreath is displayed at City Hall. Malden High School won the vote for best wreath.  

3. Turkey Toss & Can Donations:

All 8th grade homeroom teams participated with two football tosses. Students tallied scores for highest mean/averages. Mr. Stratford’s class won the toss. 6th grade attendance and spirit were quite evident. 
Grades k to 8 collected canned goods for Bread For Life. Our school successfully donated three full carloads of canned goods. Super job! 

4. Library Update:

Two volunteers came in on Monday and Tuesday to input student names into the system. Paraprofessionals will be trained on how to use the library system. Barcodes are needed. Monday after vacation is our goal to get started with book checking-out time. We need a system for returning books to the library in an efficient manner.
5. Massachusetts School Breakfast Summit:
We were recognized by DESE for meeting a high percentage of our students eating breakfast in their classrooms. We were in the high 80’s last year. We would like to continue to maintain this goal.  
6. Student Surveys:
Last spring we administered this survey to students in grades 3-8. This survey collected information about their learning environment and feedback on two randomly selected teachers. We are currently giving them this survey and will again in the spring. Our focus is centered on how can we, as educators, change things for our students. 
7. DA Cyber Safety Program:
Middlesex DA presentation to grades 5-8 was well received. They showed a very powerful video and discussed accessibility of information on the world wide web and the implications of giving out personal information. The DA provides a total of five free presentations per year. Ms. Gordon is going to try to get them to give parent workshops. 
We reviewed cell phone procedures if students utilize them during the school day. First time offense: taken away for the day. Second offense: parent retrieval Third offense: taken away for the duration of the school year. Ferryway school is highlighting the core value of responsibility.
8. YWCA Partnership:
Tons of kids are participating in these offerings. We will wait for Peg Crowe to give us an update. 
