
Incoming Senior Summer Reading Book Options 2018 
 
Students should pick one book to read and arrive at school ready to discuss the book.  
 
Book: Never to Return Again: A Collection of Unusual Tales by Christine Makepeace 
Sponsoring Teacher: Mary Ann Seager 
Synopsis:  This is what happens when a heist goes wrong, and dreams feel too real. When a 
woman lost at sea calls out to a girl lost on land. When the wax figures that line the walls 
threaten to advance. And when sadness makes it difficult to speak. This is a collection of 8 
stories that push desperation to a darkened place. If you can find your way back, rest assured, 
you'll never be the same. 

 
Book: Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women 
Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race by Margot Lee Shetterly 
Sponsoring Teacher: Martin Berryman  
Synopsis: Before John Glenn orbited the Earth or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group 
of dedicated female mathematicians known as "human computers" used pencils, slide rules, and 
adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets and astronauts into space. 
Among these problem solvers were a group of exceptionally talented African American women, 
some of the brightest minds of their generation. Originally relegated to teaching math in the 
South's segregated public schools, they were called into service during the labor shortages of 
World War II, when America's aeronautics industry was in dire need of anyone who had the 
right stuff. Suddenly these overlooked math whizzes had shots at jobs worthy of their skills, and 
they answered Uncle Sam's call, moving to Hampton, Virginia, and the fascinating, high-energy 
world of the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory. 

 
Book: Player One by Ernest Cline 
Sponsoring Teacher: Ashley Freeman 
Synopsis: In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really 
feels alive is when he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his 
life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines—puzzles that are based on 
their creator's obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power 
and fortune to whoever can unlock them.  

But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to 
kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—
and confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape. 

 
 
 
 



Book: The Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Paul Marques 
Synopsis: The how of Pooh? The Tao of who? The Tao of Pooh!?! In which it is revealed that 
one of the world's great Taoist masters isn't Chinese--or a venerable philosopher--but is in fact 
none other than that effortlessly calm, still, reflective bear. A. A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh! While 
Eeyore frets, and Piglet hesitates, and Rabbit calculates, and Owl pontificates, Pooh just is. 

And that's a clue to the secret wisdom of the Taoists. 
 

Book:  The Stranger by Albert Camus 
Sponsoring Teacher: Tom Snarksky 
Synopsis: Through the story of an ordinary man unwittingly drawn into a senseless murder on 
an Algerian beach, Camus explored what he termed "the nakedness of man faced with the 
absurd." First published in 1946; now in a new translation by Matthew Ward. 

 
Book:  Breaking Night by Liz Murray 
Sponsoring Teacher: Liz Smith 
Synopsis: Breaking night: (Urban slang) staying up through the night, until the sun rises 

Breaking Night is the stunning memoir of a young woman who at age fifteen was living 
on the streets, and who eventually made it into Harvard.  

Liz Murray was born to loving but drug-addicted parents in the Bronx. In school she was 
taunted for her dirty clothing and lice-infested hair, eventually skipping so many classes that she 
was put into a girls' home. At age fifteen, Liz found herself on the streets when her family finally 
unraveled. She learned to scrape by, foraging for food and riding subways all night to have a 
warm place to sleep.  

When Liz's mother died of AIDS, she decided to take control of her own destiny and go 
back to high school, often completing her assignments in the hallways and subway stations 
where she slept. Liz squeezed four years of high school into two, while homeless; won a New 
York Times scholarship; and made it into the Ivy League. Breaking Night is an unforgettable and 
beautifully written story of one young woman's indomitable spirit to survive and prevail, against 
all odds. 

 
Book:  Three Daughters of Eve by Elif Safak 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Kerry Veritas 
Synopsis: Peri, a married, wealthy, beautiful Turkish woman, is on her way to a dinner party at 
a seaside mansion in Istanbul when a beggar snatches her handbag. As she wrestles to get it 
back, a photograph falls to the ground--an old polaroid of three young women and their 
university professor. A relic from a past--and a love--Peri had tried desperately to forget. 

Three Daughters of Eve is set over an evening in contemporary Istanbul, as Peri arrives 
at the party and navigates the tensions that simmer in this crossroads country between East and 
West, religious and secular, rich and poor. Over the course of the dinner, and amidst an 



opulence that is surely ill-begotten, terrorist attacks occur across the city. Competing in Peri’s 
mind however are the memories invoked by her almost-lost polaroid, of the time years earlier 
when she was sent abroad for the first time, to attend Oxford University. As a young woman 
there, she had become friends with the charming, adventurous Shirin, a fully assimilated Iranian 
girl, and Mona, a devout Egyptian-American. Their arguments about Islam and feminism find 
focus in the charismatic but controversial Professor Azur, who teaches divinity, but in 
unorthodox ways. As the terrorist attacks come ever closer, Peri is moved to recall the scandal 
that tore them all apart.

 

Book:  The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 
Sponsoring Teacher: Nierika Nims 
Synopsis: Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever 
since her body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the 
pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she 
catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. 

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, 
Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her 
school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami finding 
out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be 
silent. 

 
Book:  One of Us is Lying 
Sponsoring Teacher: Robin Doherty 
Synopsis: Pay close attention and you might solve this. 
On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. 
 Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule.  
 Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess.  
 Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
 Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. 
 And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. 
  Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's 
dead. And according to investigators, his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. But on 
Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-profile classmates, which 
makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s 
still on the loose?  
  Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect 
them. 

 



Book:  I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. Sanchez 
Sponsoring Teacher: Jen Clapp 
Synopsis: Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of 
their parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon 
their family. 
  But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role.  
  Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left 
behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that 
Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every 
possible way Julia has failed. 
  But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as 
everyone thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first love, first everything 
boyfriend Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was 
there more to her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a 
seemingly impossible ideal? 

 
Book: Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Rebecca Corcoran  
Synopsis: Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily 
Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black 
Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof 
of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, 
bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government 
that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s 
tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and 
freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. 

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young 
man as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the 
story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious 
mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, 
and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life. 

 
Book: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Shannon Votow 
Synopsis: Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor 
black tobacco farmer whose cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the 
most important tools in medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, 
and more. Henrietta's cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually 
unknown, and her family can't afford health insurance. This phenomenal New York Times 
bestseller tells a riveting story of the collision between ethics, race, and medicine; of scientific 



discovery and faith healing; and of a daughter consumed with questions about the mother she 
never knew. 

 
Book: Batman: Year One by Frank Miller 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Mitch Abbatessa  
Synopsis: In 1986, Frank Miller and David Mazzucchelli produced this groundbreaking 
reinterpretation of the origin of Batman — who he is and how he came to be. 

Written shortly after THE DARK KNIGHT RETURNS, Miller's dystopian fable of 
Batman's final days, Year One set the stage for a new vision of a legendary character. 

 
Book: Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Diane Brooks 
Synopsis: Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Harlem, has come to the United 
States to provide a better life for himself, his wife, Neni, and their six-year-old son. In the fall of 
2007, Jende can hardly believe his luck when he lands a job as a chauffeur for Clark Edwards, a 
senior executive at Lehman Brothers. Clark demands punctuality, discretion, and loyalty—and 
Jende is eager to please. Clark’s wife, Cindy, even offers Neni temporary work at the 
Edwardses’ summer home in the Hamptons. With these opportunities, Jende and Neni can at last 
gain a foothold in America and imagine a brighter future. 

However, the world of great power and privilege conceals troubling secrets, and soon 
Jende and Neni notice cracks in their employers’ façades. 

When the financial world is rocked by the collapse of Lehman Brothers, the Jongas are 
desperate to keep Jende’s job—even as their marriage threatens to fall apart. As all four lives 
are dramatically upended, Jende and Neni are forced to make an impossible choice. 

 
Book: The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Pasquale DiBenedetto 
Synopsis:  

EVERY DAY THE SAME 
Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning and night. Every day she rattles 

down the track, flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal that allows 
her to daily watch the same couple breakfasting on their deck. She’s even started to feel like she 
knows them. Jess and Jason, she calls them. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect. Not unlike the 
life she recently lost. 

UNTIL TODAY 
And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but it’s 

enough. Now everything’s changed. Unable to keep it to herself, Rachel goes to the police. But is 
she really as unreliable as they say? Soon she is deeply entangled not only in the investigation 
but in the lives of everyone involved. Has she done more harm than good? 

 
Book: Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk 



Sponsoring Teacher:  Brendan Maney 
Synopsis:The first rule about fight club is you don't talk about fight club. 

In his debut novel, Chuck Palahniuk showed himself to be his generation's most visionary 
satirist. Fight Club's estranged narrator leaves his lackluster job when he comes under the thrall 
of Tyler Durden, an enigmatic young man who holds secret boxing matches in the basement of 
bars. There two men fight "as long as they have to." A gloriously original work that exposes 
what is at the core of our modern world. 

 
Book: The Four: The Hidden DNA of Amazon, Apple, Facebook, and Google by  Scott 
Galloway 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Elizabeth Gibbons  
Synopsis: For all that’s been written about the Four over the last two decades, no one has 
captured their power and staggering success as insightfully as Scott Galloway.  

Instead of buying the myths these compa-nies broadcast, Galloway asks fundamental 
questions. How did the Four infiltrate our lives so completely that they’re almost impossible to 
avoid (or boycott)? Why does the stock market forgive them for sins that would destroy other 
firms? And as they race to become the world’s first trillion-dollar company, can anyone 
chal-lenge them?  

In the same irreverent style that has made him one of the world’s most celebrated 
business professors, Galloway deconstructs the strategies of the Four that lurk beneath their 
shiny veneers. He shows how they manipulate the fundamental emotional needs that have driven 
us since our ancestors lived in caves, at a speed and scope others can’t match. And he reveals 
how you can apply the lessons of their ascent to your own business or career.  

Whether you want to compete with them, do business with them, or simply live in the 
world they dominate, you need to understand the Four. 

 
Book: The River Between by Ngugi Wa Thiong'o 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Kerryann Dinavahi 
Synopsis: Christian missionaries attempt to outlaw the female circumcision ritual and in the 
process create a terrible rift between the two Kikuyu communities on either side of the river. 

 
Book: The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Brendan Maney 
Synopsis: In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, two armies 
fought for two conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. Far more 
than rifles and bullets were carried into battle. There were memories. There were promises. 
There was love. And far more than men fell on those Pennsylvania fields. Bright futures, untested 
innocence, and pristine beauty were also the casualties of war. Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize–



winning masterpiece is unique, sweeping, unforgettable—the dramatic story of the battleground 
for America’s destiny. 

 
Book: Jellicoe Road by Michael Shaara 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Melissa Macey 
Synopsis:Abandoned by her mother on Jellicoe Road when she was eleven, Taylor Markham, 
now seventeen, is finally being confronted with her past. But as the reluctant leader of her 
boarding school dorm, there isn't a lot of time for introspection. And while Hannah, the closest 
adult Taylor has to family, has disappeared, Jonah Griggs, the boy who might be the key to 
unlocking the secrets for Taylor’s past, is back in town, moody stares and all. 

In this absorbing story by Melina Marchetta, nothing is as it seems and every clue leads to more 
questions as Taylor tries to work out the connection between her mother dumping her; Hannah 
finding her; Hannah’s sudden departure; a mysterious stranger who once whispered something 
in her ear; a boy in her dreams; five kids who lived on Jellicoe Road eighteen years ago; and the 
maddening and magnetic Jonah Griggs, who knows her better than she thinks he does. 

If Taylor can put together the pieces of her past, she just might be able to change her future. 

 
Book: Miracle At Philadelphia: The Story of the Constitutional Convention May - September 
1787 by Catherine Drinker Bowen 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Rick Tivnan 
Synopsis: A classic history of the Federal Convention at Philadelphia in 1787, the stormy, 
dramatic session that produced the most enduring of political documents: the Constitution of the 
United States. 

From Catherine Drinker Bowen, noted American biographer and National Book Award 
winner, comes the canonical account of the Constitutional Convention recommended as 
"required reading for every American." Looked at straight from the records, the Federal 
Convention is startlingly fresh and new, and Mrs. Bowen evokes it as if the reader were actually 
there, mingling with the delegates, hearing their arguments, witnessing a dramatic moment in 
history. 

Here is the fascinating record of the hot, sultry summer months of debate and decision 
when ideas clashed and tempers flared. Here is the country as it was then, described by 
contemporaries, by Berkshire farmers in Massachusetts, by Patrick Henry's Kentucky allies, by 
French and English travelers. Here, too, are the offstage voices--Thomas Jefferson and Tom 
Paine and John Adams from Europe.  

In all, fifty-five men attended; and in spite of the heat, in spite of clashing interests--the 
big states against the little, the slave states against the anti-slave states--in tension and anxiety 
that mounted week after week, they wrote out a working plan of government and put their 
signatures to it. 



 
Book: We are Okay by Nina LaCour 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Lucia Musilli 
Synopsis: Marin hasn’t spoken to anyone from her old life since the day she left everything 
behind. No one knows the truth about those final weeks. Not even her best friend Mabel. But even 
thousands of miles away from the California coast, at college in New York, Marin still feels the 
pull of the life and tragedy she’s tried to outrun. Now, months later, alone in an emptied dorm 
for winter break, Marin waits. Mabel is coming to visit and Marin will be forced to face 
everything that’s been left unsaid and finally confront the loneliness that has made a home in her 
heart. 

 
Book: The Woman in Black: A Ghost Story by Susan Hill 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Evan Mauser 
Synopsis:  Arthur Kipps is an up-and-coming London solicitor who is sent to Crythin Gifford—a 
faraway town in the windswept salt marshes beyond Nine Lives Causeway—to attend the funeral 
and settle the affairs of a client, Mrs. Alice Drablow of Eel Marsh House. Mrs. Drablow’s house 
stands at the end of the causeway, wreathed in fog and mystery, but Kipps is unaware of the 
tragic secrets that lie hidden behind its sheltered windows. The routine business trip he 
anticipated quickly takes a horrifying turn when he finds himself haunted by a series of 
mysterious sounds and images—a rocking chair in a deserted nursery, the eerie sound of a pony 
and trap, a child’s scream in the fog, and, most terrifying of all, a ghostly woman dressed all in 
black. Psychologically terrifying and deliciously eerie, The Woman in Black is a remarkable 
thriller of the first rate. 

 
Book: The Goldfinch by Diana Tartt 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Erin Craven 
Synopsis: Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills 
his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a wealthy friend. 
Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don't know 
how to talk to him, and tormented above all by his longing for his mother, he clings to the one 
thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws 
Theo into the underworld of art. 

As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty 
labyrinth of an antiques store where he works. He is alienated and in love--and at the center of a 
narrowing, ever more dangerous circle. 
 

 
Book:  The Broken Girls by Simone St. James 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Caitlin Quinn 
Synopsis:  Vermont, 1950. There's a place for the girls whom no one wants—the troublemakers, 
the illegitimate, the too smart for their own good. It's called Idlewild Hall. And in the small town 



where it's located, there are rumors that the boarding school is haunted. Four roommates bond 
over their whispered fears, their budding friendship blossoming—until one of them mysteriously 
disappears...  

Vermont, 2014. As much as she's tried, journalist Fiona Sheridan cannot stop revisiting 
the events surrounding her older sister's death. Twenty years ago, her body was found lying in 
the overgrown fields near the ruins of Idlewild Hall. And though her sister's boyfriend was tried 
and convicted of murder, Fiona can't shake the suspicion that something was never right about 
the case. 

When Fiona discovers that Idlewild Hall is being restored by an anonymous benefactor, 
she decides to write a story about it. But a shocking discovery during the renovations will link 
the loss of her sister to secrets that were meant to stay hidden in the past—and a voice that won't 
be silenced... 
 

 
Book:  Far From the Tree by by Robin Benway 
Sponsoring Teacher:  Christine Day 
Synopsis:  Being the middle child has its ups and downs. 
But for Grace, an only child who was adopted at birth, discovering that she is a middle child is a 
different ride altogether. After putting her own baby up for adoption, she goes looking for her 
biological family, including— 

Maya, her loudmouthed younger bio sister, who has a lot to say about their newfound 
family ties. Having grown up the snarky brunette in a house full of chipper redheads, she’s quick 
to search for traces of herself among these not-quite-strangers. And when her adopted family’s 
long-buried problems begin to explode to the surface, Maya can’t help but wonder where exactly 
it is that she belongs. 

And Joaquin, their stoic older bio brother, who has no interest in bonding over their 
shared biological mother. After seventeen years in the foster care system, he’s learned that there 
are no heroes, and secrets and fears are best kept close to the vest, where they can’t hurt anyone 
but him. 


