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   Malden Public Schools  !
      Mission Statement 
Malden  Public Schools is  a place 
where students are encouraged to 
follow their dreams and become 
well rounded members of our 
community. The Malden Public 
Schools prepare students to be 
independent thinkers & enthusiastic 
learners who: Work hard; Respect 
others Cherish our diversity; Seek 
challenges; Discover and Develop 
their individual talents; Strive for 
academic excellence; and look to 
Demonstrate personal and social 
responsibility. Malden Public 
Schools graduates are prepared to 
be active participants in our 
economy and democracy. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 

Greetings to all, 

I would like to extend a personal 
‘thank you’ to each and every 
member of our Malden school 
community. You have all played 
key roles and contributed to such 
an exciting and productive start to 
our school year. Let’s keep up the 
positive teamwork! 

   As the holiday season officially 
begins later this week I would like 
to wish everyone a very Happy 
Thanksgiving and also invite all to 
this year’s Parade of Holiday 
Traditions and Tree Lighting this 
Saturday at 2 p.m. The theme is 
‘Malden Schools-The Future Begins 
Here!”. Hope to see you there! 

        —Superintendent John Oteri 

    Superintendent John Oteri

ONCE ON THIS ISLAND 
EXPLORED IMPORTANT 
THEMES IN A FANTASTIC 
MUSICAL PRODUCTION                  
The Malden High Play Production 
Class put on three nights of 
performances of the Broadway 
musical ‘Once on the Island’ 
which explored the themes of 
Class, Race, Love, Death and 
Discovery. Above MHS senior Mike 
Goroshko (Daniel) serenades 
Ariana Texeira (Ti Moune) in this 
scene featuring the two lead 
characters. Well done! Bravo!



Malden Superintendent of Schools John Oteri, 
shown above, top left, joined Mayor Gary 
Christenson, top right in congratulating Ms. 
McBride, top, second from right, and her 
Salemwood School kindergarten students on their 
fantastic accomplishment of taking the challenge 
from the “Footsteps2Brilliance’ model program and 
reading ONE MILLION WORDS! Principal 
Rebecca Gordon and Assistant Principal Lauren 
McGonagle also had words of praise for the 
kindergarten students and their teacher. 

Innovative program makes books ‘come to life’ 

ONE MILLION WORDS! That’s what the Salemwood Kindergarten 
class led by Ms. McBride read in ‘Footsteps2Brilliance’ program

Footsteps2Brilliance, introduced in 2013, uses 
technology to help make books come to life using a 
mobile storybook application that works on any 
SMART phone or computer touch screen. Using the 
technology, children can read stories, push buttons 
to hear the stories in English and Spanish, and click 
on words they want to hear again. Activities, puzzles 
and games following each story help listeners think 
about the content and will reinforce what the 
children learn in school. By pushing the screen, 
children can make pictures animate or play music. 



At right, Israel Arbeiter engages 
with a Malden High student as 
Mayor Gary Christenson looks on

Internationally-known Holocaust survivor 
Israel Arbeiter honors Malden Public 
Schools by addressing MHS seniors 

Israel Arbeiter, a 92-year-old 
Holocaust survivor, made a rare 
public appearance Tuesday where he 
addressed over 400 Malden High 
School seniors in the Jenkins 
Auditorium and painted a riveting 
portrait of tragedy and survival at 
the hands of the Nazis. Mr. Arbeiter, 
who was accompanied by Mayor 
Gary Christenson was greeted by 
Supt. John Oteri and MHS principal 
Ted Lombardi along with Social 
Studies Team Leader Mr. Hurley. You 
could hear a pin drop during Mr. 
Arbeiter’s harrowing tale of survival 
of the horrors of enslavement and 
life in the 1940s Nazi concentration 
camps in Poland, his home country. 
Over 6 million Jews were killed in 
the Holocaust. Mr. Arbeiter had 
befriended MHS students who met 
him in August at the Holocaust 
Memorial at a visit after a Malden 
student vandalized the Memorial in 
Boston. 

Delivers riveting story 
of 5 1/2 years in Nazi 
concentration camp in 
Poland from 1939-1945 
during World War II

From left, MHS History Team Leader Greg Hurley, Supt. of Schools 
John Oteri, Mr. Israel Arbeiter, Mayor Gary Christenson, MHS 
Principal Ted Lombardi, School Committee member Tara Beardsley



Malden Superintendent of Schools John Oteri, 
gave  a powerpoint presentation at the Malden 
School Committee meeting November 13 where 
he made it clear that the “new MCAS” test, 
taken last spring by Malden grade 3-8 students 
along with those statewide was not directly 
comparable to the original MCAS

Malden School Community:  

I would like to remind everyone that 
school is dismissed at 11 AM on 
Wednesday, November 22.  Breakfast will 
be served, but not school lunch.  I would 
like to wish all of you a happy and 
healthy Thanksgiving.   

Also, as we approach the winter season, 
please note that any school cancellation 
will be announced using this Blackboard 
Connect phone call, news media, and our 
website as well as on Twitter.  As a 
reminder, you can follow me on Twitter 
@MaldenPublic where  I often make 
announcements regarding our wonderful 
students and schools.   

                  —Superintendent John Oteri

Malden Supt. of Schools John Oteri was pretty 
clear in his description recently of the 
perception by some in the Massachusetts 
education community that there is a lack of 
clarity surrounding the newest “next 
generation” MCAS test, which was administered 
to students in grades 3-8 last spring. 

    “It is a different test that is more rigorous and 
has raised accountability,” the first-year Malden 
Public Schools superintendent told the Malden 
School Committee at the recent regular meeting. 
“It is not suitable to compare the previous (MCAS) 
test to this test.” 

   “It’s not apples to apples, or even apples to 
oranges… its apples to trees,” Oteri said, just 
before he made a 25-minute powerpoint 
presentation explaining the tenets of the Next 
Generation Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment Test (MCAS) to the members. The 
superintendent said he will give another MCAS 
presentation, this time on Malden’s district results, 
at the next School Committee meeting on 
December 4. 

REALLY???… Yes! Winter IS 
coming! Be first to get ALL 
weather-related school news 
on Twitter: @MaldenPublic 



The Malden Public Schools: ‘Our Diversity is Our Strength’  The Malden district is near the 
top as one of the most diverse in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts with Malden 
High School rated the #1 most diverse secondary education school overall. 
Throughout the district we embrace our diversity and strive to progress as one. 

Malden’s schoolchildren were out in force 
for Chamber of Commerce Halloween treats 

With ‘Ol Man 
Winter (A.K.A. 
Mayor Christenson) 
leading the way, the 
Malden Chamber of 
Commerce drew 
hundreds of Malden 
schoolchildren to 
its annual Malden 
Square ‘Trick or 
Treat’ festival on 
October 27. Even a 
lot of the parents 
who accompanied 
the kids were out in 
costume that day!



  A large group of parents and teachers 
shared information, questions and answers 
at an informational session hosted by the 
Malden Public Schools on a formal 
approach to stimulating and improving 
interaction between students and staff. 

    The 90-minute session, which actually 
went over the scheduled time due to a 
slew of post-presentation queries during 
the question-answer segment,  was held at 
the Forestdale K-8 School with about 150 
people in attendance.  

   Conflict resolution is another key 
element to the restorative practices model 
which was introduced over this past 
summer at all grade levels in age-
appropriate form and put “on line” when 
school opened in August. 

     “I am very impressed at how teachers 
and other staff members have worked to 
implement the initial phases of restorative 
practices and their support so far,” 
Malden Superintendent of Schools John 
Oteri said after a number of teachers 
from several grade levels described 
their experiences with the program. 

       The Malden first-year 
superintendent also stressed the 
program’s implementation was a work in 
progress. “We are flexible, restorative 
practices in not a canned program. We 
are flexible because our people know 
our kids. It’s a more sensitive approach 
to what has been done in the past.” 

     Candace Julyan, a restorative justice 
practitioner who has worked closely 
with municipal leaders on establishing 

Superintendent Oteri joins staff 
and  consultants in hosting 
informational meeting for parents 
on restorative practices program 

Superintendent of Schools John Oteri joined Malden Public 
Schools staff members and consultants in hosting a parent 
informational meeting at the Forestdale K-8 School Oct. 23. 
It was well-attended and involved a lot of idea-sharing

restorative practices in other 
areas of the city domain, helped 
introduce the initiative on a 
limited basis at Malden High 
School in the 2015 school year. 

    Juiyan led an explanatory 
powerpoint presentation, 
pointing out key elements of 
restorative practices in schools 
along the way. She said that the 
results in other school systems in 
the nation where restorative 
practice have been implemented 
have been “inspiring”. 

 “The results are documented,” 
Julyan said of restorative 
practices. “When social skills 
are improved it reduces 
aggression and aggressive 
behavior in schools. They are 
usually followed with reduced 
suspensions and reduced office 
referrals.” 

 “What happens is that the 
climate of the school changes,” 
Julyan said, when speaking to 
the audience.  “It’s about 
relationships.” 


