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The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot  
(For Adults and High School Teens)  
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco 
farmer whose cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important 
tools in medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, in vitro 
fertilization, and more. Henrietta’s cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she 

remains virtually unknown, and her family can’t afford health insurance. Soon to be made into 
an HBO movie by Oprah Winfrey and Alan Ball, this New York Times bestseller takes readers on 
an extraordinary journey, from the “colored” ward of Johns Hopkins Hospital in the 1950s to  
stark white laboratories with freezers filled with HeLa cells, and from Henrietta’s small, dying 
hometown of Clover, Virginia, to East Baltimore today, where her children and grandchildren live 
and struggle with the legacy of her cells. 

 
 

 
        Wonder by R.J. Palacio  
(Grades 4-8)  
August Pullman was born with a facial deformity that, up until now, has prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more 
than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. Wonder, now a #1 New York Times bestseller and included on the Texas 
Blue-bonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to 
include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in 
a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A Color of His Own by Leo Lionni  
(Grades K-3)  
Elephants are gray. Pigs are pink. Only the chameleon has no color of his own. He is purple 
like the heather, yellow like a lemon, even black and orange striped like a tiger! Then one 
day a chameleon has an idea to remain one color forever by staying on the greenest leaf he 
can find. But in the autumn, the leaf changes from green to yellow to red ...and so does the 

chameleon. When another chameleon suggests they travel together, he learns that companionship is more 
important than having a color of his own. No matter where he goes with his new friend, they will always be alike 


