Ferryway School Council Minutes
January 15, 2015

Notes taken by Mike Harvey
DESE ELT Visit Dec 4 & 5

The first draft of the DESE’s notes on their visit has yet to be forwarded to Ms Gordon for review.  The committee of evaluators did give a brief synopsis of their findings before leaving the building.  They noted that some of our stakeholders did not appear to know Ferryway’s core values.  These individuals were likely parents or administrators from outside the building.  They did however note that adherence core values could be observed all over the building.  They also took note of the BIC program and its potential for positively impacting students as well as the Middle School IC block.

Testing
This is the time of year that testing begins.  The Access test is first and involves testing ELLs in the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  This test involves Kindergarten thru grade 8 and is administered in January.  The 4th grade will take the NAEP test, which is a national test that compares the progress of students across the country. The first part of the PARCC test begins in March.  This test has replaced the MCAS for math and ELA and because it is still in the pilot stage the results will only impact Ferryway if it elevates us to level 1.  The second part of this test is administered in May.  This assessment is taken online.  MCAS is still given to 5th and 8th grade students in science in May.  The results of these tests are what drives the interventions Ferryway implements.
Cleaning Company
A meeting was held with company officials as to concerns teachers throughout the building had about levels of cleanliness.  Most agreed the levels were ok, but there is room for improvement.  
DESE Teacher Nominations
The DESE has announced that nominations for outstanding teachers in several categories including history, math, science, and ELA.  Also a general category of “Outstanding Teacher of the Year” is being offered.  You can cast a ballot for your choices by reading the rules posted for each category in the main office.  Deadlines for casting ballots vary from dates in January to March.

Next Meeting 
Feb 12, 2015

